BOOK III
THE  GIRONDINS

CHAPTER, I

CAUSE AND  EFFECT

THIS huge Insurrectionary Movement, which we liken
to a hreaking out of Tophet and the Abyss, has swept
away Koyalty, Aristocracy, and a King's life. The
question is, What will it next do ; how will it henceforth
shape itself ? Settle down into a reign of Law and
Liberty; according as the habits, persuasions and
endeavours of the educated, moneyed, respectable class
prescribe ? That is to say: the volcanic lava-flood,
bursting up in the manner described, will explode and
flow according to Girondin Formula and, pre-established
rule of Philosophy ? If so, for our Girondin friends it
will be well.

Meanwhile were not the prophecy rather, that as no
external force, Koyal or other, now remains which could
control this Movement, the Movement will follow a
course of its own; probably a very original one ?
Further, that whatsoever man or men can best interpret
the inward tendencies it has, and give them voice and
activity, will obtain the lead of it ? For the rest, that
as a thing without order, a thing proceeding from beyond
and beneath the region of order, it must work and
welter, not as a Regularity but as a Chaos ; destructive
and self-destructive; always till something that has
order arise, strong enough to bind it into subjection
again ? Which something, we may further conjecture,
will not be a Formula, with philosophical propositions